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AMERICORPS AWARDS $1.7 MILLION IN
FUNDS TO FOUR RI PROGRAMS

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Senator Lincoln Chafee has announced that AmeriCorps
has approved a total of $1,722,707 in funds to support four Rhode Island AmeriCorps
programs.  The awards will be allocated under its State Competitive Continuation Grant
Program for National and Community Service.  Programs receiving awards include City
Year Rhode Island, The Rhode Island Children’s Crusade for Higher Education, The
Providence Plan, and the Chamber Education Foundation.  The funds will be used to
provide overall assistance in helping these nonprofit programs extend and improve their
impact while increasing volunteer turnout.

“AmeriCorps has been responsible for the significant progress being made in improving
youth development in our inner city neighborhoods, advancing literacy, organizing after-
school programs, and increasing the effectiveness of mentoring programs,” Senator
Chafee said.  “The positive work performed by participants of AmeriCorps is only
enhanced by education credits given to members, which ensures that these people who
give so much to the community are able to pursue their own educational goals as well,”
he continued.

Of the $1.7 million, City Year Rhode Island (CYRI) will receive $487,663 for the
salaries of 40 positions.  AmeriCorps members participating in CYRI serve 3rd to 8th

grade students in Newport, Pawtucket, Providence, and Woonsocket.  The “Generation
Serve” program consists of in-school classroom support and after-school programs that
focus on homework help, youth development, and community service for 3rd, 4th, and 5th

grade students.  The “Young  Heroes” program  focuses on 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students
and involves a Saturday leadership development and service-learning program, as well as
an after school program focusing on homework help and computer training.  Additional
AmeriCorps members participating will work on volunteer outreach as well as
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management and program evaluation.  During spring and winter breaks, members
organize and run Camp City Year for elementary aged children.

Secondly, The Rhode Island Children’s Crusade for Higher Education will receive
$480,224 for a program that supports 3rd grade students who have demonstrated a
commitment to success in school.  Members work in classrooms to provide assistance
academically, psychologically and emotionally.  They also remind students of their
commitment to education and teach them the important role it will play in a successful
future.  The underlying purpose of the project is to ensure that all enrolled students
successfully complete the school year and advance to the next grade with the knowledge
necessary to succeed.  The funds will provide for 35 positions.

Additionally, The Providence Plan will be awarded $411,720 for 30 positions to support
the “Ready to Learn Providence Project.”  Members promote early literacy programs for
children of low-income and non-English speaking families, create cohesive links between
family child-care providers and their neighborhood libraries, and build the capacity of all
providers to integrate early literacy into their programs.

Finally, $343,100 has been allocated to support 25 positions at the Rhode Island
Mentoring Partnership (RIMP).  A program of the Chamber Education Foundation, the
goal of the RIMP is to ensure AmeriCorps members are trained properly to help build the
capacity of mentoring programs throughout Rhode Island.  RIMP members are placed in
five regions of Rhode Island – Northern, Southern, East Bay, West Bay, and Central – to
establish and continue mentoring activities and capacity building efforts.  Additionally,
RIMP will establish a statewide Career Mentoring Resource Center and after-school
mentor clubs at Title 1 elementary schools in Warwick.

In exchange for their service, AmeriCorps members earn an education award ($4,725 for
full time service) to pay for college or to pay off qualified student loans.  Some may also
earn a living allowance.
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